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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, OPENING "ART FOR SCHOOLS" 
EXHIBITION. NORTH ADELAIDE. 20.8.73 
MR. CONDOUS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR ASKING ME TO OPEN THIS EXHIBITION. IT 
IS, I GATHER, THE SECOND SUCH VENTURE MOUNTED BY THE SOUTH 
AUSTRALIAN COMMITTEE OF THE AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH THE ARTS, AND I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT IT WON'T BE THE LAST. 
THE FIRST, PILOT PROJECT UNDERTAKEN LAST YEAR WAS A NOTABLE SUCCESS 
WITH MORE THAN FIFTY WORKS BEING BOUGHT BY VARIOUS SCHOOLS. I'M 
SURE YOU'LL BE EVEN MORE SUCCESSFUL THIS YEAR AND LOOKING AROUND 
TODAY ONE CAN SEE THAT THE QUALITY OF THE WORK ON DISPLAY IS SUCH 
THAT OPTIMISM IS EASILY JUSTIFIED. 
2. 
THERE'S A QUIET REVOLUTION GOING ON IN OUR SCHOOLS AT PRESENT AS 
WE MOVE PROGRESSIVELY AWAY FROM THE OLD "CHALK AND TALK" METHODS 
TOWARDS MORE INFORMAL, OPEN TEACHING TECHNIQUES AIMED AT DEVELOPING 
A CHILD'S MIND RATHER THAN DRILLING IT. 
WE'RE ALSO WORKING TO MAKE OUR SCHOOLS BRIGHTER, LIVELIER PLACES 
SO THAT THE PUPILS NOT ONLY GO WILLINGLY TO THEM BUT ENJOY 
THEMSELVES THERE AND GAIN MAXIMUM BENEFIT FROM THEIR STAY. 
THE DISPLAY OF ORIGINAL WORKS OF ART THAT STIMULATE A CHILD'S 
AWARENESS OF THE WORLD ABOUT HIM OR HER AND WHICH, IN AT LEAST 
SOME CASES, INDUCE A DESIRE TO TRY HIS OR HER OWN TALENTS AS AN 
ARTIST IS AN IMPORTANT ADJUNCT TO THIS. 
ONE OF THE FINEST, MOST PLEASURABLE, THINGS ABOUT GROWING UP IS THE 
DISCOVERY OF BEAUTY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF TASTE. A SOCIETY CAN 
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3. 
ONLY IN PART BE JUDGED OF HOW MANY MOTOR CARS IT PRODUCES OR HOW 
MANY BRAIN SURGEONS IT GRADUATES EVERY YEAR. 
A STATE AND ITS CITIZENS ARE RICHER IF THE ARTS ARE CULTIVATED, 
APPRECIATED AND HONOURED NOT BY AN ELITIST FEW BUT BY THE MANY, 
NOT AS A SPARE TIME LUXURY BUT AS A FULLTIME PART OF THE FABRIC 
OF LIVING. 
OBVIOUSLY YOUR SOCIETY RECOGNISES THIS AND IS MAKING A MOST 
PRACTICAL CONTRIBUTION TO ENSURING THAT YOUNG SOUTH AUSTRALIANS 
GET TO SEE AND KNOW THE WORK OF LOCAL ARTISTS AS PART OF THEIR 
EDUCATION. 
4. 
UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, GOVERNMENTS AND OTHER BODIES RUNNING SCHOOLS 
HAVE TO DO SO WITHIN LIMITED BUDGETS AND THE MONEY AVAILABLE TO 
BUY FIRST CLASS WORKS OF ART IS NOT ONLY LIMITED BUT HAS MANY 
OTHER URGENT CALLS UPON IT. 
THERE IS, TOO, THE PROBLEM THAT THE ART WORLD IS NO LESS SUBJECT 
TO THE PRESSURES OF INFLATION THAN THE SUPERMARKET AND, INDEED, 
AT THE TOP END SEEMS TO MAKE THE PACE. 
GOOD WORKS OF ART - PAINTINGS, PRINTS DRAWINGS, SCULPTURE -
ARE NOT CHEAP. 
NOT ONLY THIS, EDUCATIONISTS WHO MAY IN FACT HAVE THE FUNDS TO 
HAND, ARE VERY BUSY PEOPLE AND FREQUENTLY DO NOT HAVE THE EXPERTISE 
AND TIME AVAILABLE TO MAINTAIN A KNOWLEDGEABLE CONTACT WITH THE 
ART WORLD. 
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THIS EXHIBITION AND, I HOPE, ITS SUCCESSORS GOES A LONG WAY TO 
OVERCOME THESE PROBLEMS. THE WORKS ON SHOW HERE ARE RELATIVELY 
CHEAP TO MAKE SALES POSSIBLE TO THOSE WITH SMALL BUDGETS AND THE 
EXHIBITS COVER A BROAD SPECTRUM OF CONTEMPORARY ARTISTIC 
ACCOMPLISHMENT. PURCHASES ARE RESTRICTED TO EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS TO ENCOURAGE SCHOOLS TO BUY. I HOPE THAT MANY DO SO. 
MR. CONDOUS, I DO MOST SINCERELY CONGRATULATE THE SOCIETY, THE 
ARTISTS AND THE GALLERY OWNERS WHO HAVE COMBINED TO MAKE THIS 
EXHIBITION POSSIBLE. IT'S A VERY PRACTICAL, VALUABLE AND WORTH-
WHILE PROJECT AND YOUNG SOUTH AUSTRALIANS WILL BENEFIT FROM IT. 
I HAVE VERY MUCH PLEASURE IN OFFICIALLY DECLARING THE EXHIBITION 
OPEN. THANK YOU. 
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